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THE NEWS THIS MOLNING.

Foneiox,—Brent's rearrest in England was at the
{nstance of the American Legation. Russian
officers in the Servian service who have been on fnr-
Jough are to return at once to their reginents, —
Large orders for arms and ammuuition have been
given by Servia and Roumania. =—— In Mexioo
President Lexdo has flod from the capital, and Por-
firio Diag has proclaimed bimself Provisional Prosi-
dent.

Domrsric.—Gov. Chamberlain was inaugurated
in South Columbia and delivered a strikine ad-
dress; Wade Hampton publishes a card in reply to
an sttack upon him in the address, Republi-
ouns in Washington declare that Oregon canuot be
deprived of her three votes for Hayes. —— Mr.
Hewitt and Senutor Randolph called on the Prosi-
dent to ask him to withdraw troops from the Uapitol
at Columbia, S, C., and received a very emphatic
reply from the President. It is believed that
E. K. Apgar will be apponted State Controller.
——— Mr. Randall and Mr. Ferry have both virtu-
ally defined their positions with respect to the
Twanty-socoud Joiut Rule; the former hields it to be
in force, the Intter not.

Congnress.—The Senate ordered the Lonisiana
testimony to be printed. Debate took place on tiw
Oregon electoral complications. ——— Bills were in-
troduced in both Houses relative to changes w eloe-
toral methods. ‘The Democrats in eancns laid
on the table the matter of the impescliment of
the President.

Ciry axp Svnussax,—The loss of life by the
Brooklyn calamity cannot have been much if any
less than 300. The coroner reports 282 bodies re-
coverod ; 370 persons are declared to be missing, but
this number will probably be reduced ; 178 bodies
have been identified. Johin Kelly suceeeds
Mr. Green as Controller, the latter retiring quietly.
=— William C. Whitney has beon appointed and
confirmed as Oorporation Counkel. =——= Gold, 108,
1078%, 107%. Gold valne of the legal-tender dollar
at the close, 12819 cents. Btocks in spots exvited
and higher, but geverally dull, closing irregular and
feverish.

Tug WeATHER—~THE TRIBUNE'S local observa-
tions indieate clondy weather, with little ehange in
temperature. ——— In this city yesterday it waa
gencrally clear. Thormometer, 329, 43°, 379,

The Demoeratic House has npot decided yet
who ought to be made the Democratic leader,
but Mr. Fernando Wood’s mind is evidently
made up.

The Park Commissioners' case grows clearer.
Mr. O0'Donolme is quietly evolved from it by
the Mayor's statement that he has vacated his
office by taking that of Presidential elector.
This leaves Mr. Martin sadly alone. Mean-
while he keeps on proving that the city ought
to pay more for labor than other employers,
Mr. Martin will soon reinter politics as the
“ laboring man's friend "—if the laborivg man
is a fool.

The Virginia Senate was in a solemn mood
yesterday about the recent presence of soldiers
in that State, and would not allow a colored
member to be sworn in uatil it had made up
its mind whether “the full choice of the peo-
“ple was controlled by the intervention of
“ the military forces of the United States,”
&e, The “military forces” eopsisted of ten
men in command of a second lieutenant. This
is what tight be called intimidation of a mild
type. Bairih it

Gov. Chamberlain’s inaugural speech yester-
day rings with the earnestness of a man who
ia weary of siruggling to prevent a great
wrong, but proposcs to fight to the last. And
yet he exhibita little of the heat and bitterness
which might be expected from him, and none
of that bad temper that, we are sorry to see,
characterizes Wade Hampton’s addréss made
in reply to the specch. Gov. Chamberlain had
provoeations enough for harsh words, if he
choso to employ them, He speaks as a man
foéling himself under a great weight of re-
sponsibility und borne down with suffering for
a cause to which he must adbere. It is s

- maaly speech, and will win him friends.
———
Do tho theaters, churches, and public halls
~ of this city afford safe.means of egress for
panic-stricken erowds? The Superiutendent
‘of Public Buildings thinks that they do, with

—_— e ——

few exceptions, He admits, however, that
since the approprations of his department
have run low, he has stopped short in his gys-
tem of supervision. As to insisting that means
for extingnishing fire shall be provided, that
is not in his department. Well, there is no
‘danger that an excess of preeaution will be
taken by the owners of buildings. The oflicials
who have such matters under their control
will find the public ready to pardon even
some superfluous zeal that has in view the
protection of human life.

Both Honses of Congress seem to have for-
gotten that this is to be a short session, anid
there is work to be done. The Hounse did
make vesterday o slight attempt at the trans-
action of Dusiness, but the Senate talked
nothing but politics all day—Arst Lonisi-
ana and then Oregon. There is such a well-
gesured  prospect of a  flood of debate
on this business that the people will be some-
what alarmed to see the torrent in motion
thus early. If Congress is wise it will go ahout
ita bhusiness at onée, and dispose of it as soon
ns possible, The time is short, and the last
third of it, at least, is likely to be wholly
oceupivd with the contest over the Presidency.

e

Upon few classes in the community are
heavier demands made for the purposes of
charity than the dramatie profession, and few
are more prompt and liberal in their response.
This quick sympathy all the circumstances
attending the Brooklyn horror were of a na-
ture to arouse; and the meeting of actors yes-
terday gave it expreasion. The step which
it is proposed to urge upon the managers of
all theaters throughout the country, to devote
the procoeds of one performance to the suf-
ferers by the fire, onght to make ample pro-
vision for every want, There is an especial
Leartiness in the action of the actors and man-
arers which seems to recognize, as the publie
does, poetie justice in the redress by the thea-
ter of the injury which the theater has wrought.

Happily the roll of the dead in Brooklyn hae
not grown longer. Indeed, the total is now
glightly reduced from the figure given yester-
dny. ‘The list of the missing a8 given at the
polico station is about 3570, but the nuw-
ber of bodies removed fis but 292, and,
according to the lists of the police, less
than 250. The latter count, however, i3
undoubtedly too small, and resulted from the
failmre to distinguish befween fragments of
different bodies. The number identified and
removed thus far is 178. Excitement still
runs hich. Aection has been taken by the
authorities looking to a buvial by the city of
all Lodies unidentified, and to some general
demonstration of the sorrow that lins fallen
upon the city, Mensures have been also taken
tor affording imwediate velief to all sulterers,

MR

In Mexico the revolution has trinmphed,
President Lerdo has fled from the eapital,
which Gen. Porfirio Dinz has entered in tri-
amph and deelared himself Provisional Presi-
dent. This success is attributable to the in-
gidious power of conspiracy, since Diaz had
apparently made little progress gince he flead
from Matumoros and made his way stealth-
ily to Oaxaca. He will find it diilealt
to aintain  the ascendency he has so
suddenly acquired. He is opposed by Presi-
dent Lerdo, who reasserts his authority from
Morelin, He is also confronted by Iglesias,
who elaims to be Presudent in virtne of his
office as Chief-Justice of the Supreme Conrt.
His chief dependence is, of course, on the
army. The situation is on the whole alnrming,
and would warrant the greatest vigilance for
the protection of American interests.

I

Tue Trixese, on the 16th of November,
gave to New-York its first intimation that Mr
John Kelly was to be the next Controller,
The jonrnals which rely upon their prejudices

instead of their reporters  for their news,
were prompt in  diseredifing the state-
ment;  and  quite  possibly  intelligent

readers were for a little time deccived by the
preliminary manenver of sending in the name
of Mr. Thayer, in order to tide over a
erisiz in the Board of Aldermen, The nom-
ination has now, however, been made,
exnetly  according  to  the  programme
which Tre Tripvse anpounced. Mr, Kelly
bas  been  coufirmed, Mr. Green  has
surrendered  the office  without resistance,
and Mr, Kelly is in full possession. Corpora-
tion Connsel Whitney has also been confirmed,
and is, therefore, in lus scat for the next four
years. We think both will make good officers,
Mr. Whitney's carcer thus far has heen
thoronghly creditable, and Mr. Kelly's short-
comings, whatever they may be, are not in
the direction of looseness with the publie
money, or lack of the most serupulous in-
tegrity.

THE TWADDLE OF IMPEACHMENT.

Speaker Randall seems to be an uncommonly
earnest person. Not always wise, bt ap-
parently always profoundly impressed  with
the necessity of “ doing something,” and
greatly enthusinstie in going ahead to do it
It was Mr. Randall who at the last session of
this Congress urged, and persisted in urging,
the importaunee to the Demoeratic party
of “doing something™ in  the way of
retrenchment. Tt was necessary, he thought,
to impress upon the people the idea that the
Great Democratie Party was the party of re-
trenclunent and reform, and so he advocated
guch sweeping rednetions in the appropriations
as made even his own political associates
stand nghast. And it was eurrently reported
and generally believed that the debt of grati-
tude the country was under to Congress for
sitting and sitting and wearying the patience
of the people away into the middle of the last
Summer, was due principally to Mr. Randall,
who insisted on staying and peeling the
appropriations down to a peint where the
departments would be erippled, and the Demo-
cratic party would be enabled to point with
pride to its great policy of retrenchmwent. He
did that work execedingly well. 1t was eagler
to do than it would have been if his own
party had been in power and the work of re-
trenchment had  ent into the emoluments
of bis own friends; but he did i, and
as soon as it was over the whole
crowd of leaders and followers, orators and
orncles, rushed to the country with the ery
that the party had saved thirty millions in the
approprintions. Mr. Randall is a very stuh-
born person, and is constantly bent on “doing
“ gomething” for the party. The something he
now seems bent .on doing is to impeach
President Grant, He intbnated it in his ad-
dress upon taking the Speaker’s chair, and
now he has been urging it m eaue 3,
and will no doubt follow it wup with
his usual pertinacity. Not that anything
can be effected by it beyond a little unnecessary
nmud-flinging st a retiring officer ; not that he
as any sort of hope of a conviction, for that

hvﬂﬂlrluwhble.bn_z because he feels the

neceasity for doing something, nnd that seems
nearest his hand,

We take leave to advise Mr. Randall to stop
where he is. Any attempt to impench the
President will injure no one so much as those
engaged in it. Tre Tmsoxe hardly necds to
gdy that it has no great admiration for Presi-
dent Grant as®an adinistiator of civil afluirs,
It has had oceasion o eriticise his poliey and
his acts frequently and frecly during the past
eight years, Commending frankly whatever he
did that deserved praise, it has never hesitated to
condemn whatever merited censure in his admin-
istration, and there has been so much of ths
and so little of the other that the attitude of
Tie Tripese has been almost uniformly that
of opposition. But it has never lost sight of
the fact that with all his amazing blunders he
has seemed to be honest in his beliefs, and
sincere, if obstmate, in his convietions of duty.
More than that, the great mass of the Ameri-
can people beliove in him, They admit that
he has erved in judzment; that he has mnde
bad appomtments; that be has mistaken the
meaning of his election, and used the high oflice
be was ealled to as a personal belonging in-
stead of an officin]l trust, awd that in many
ways his adminiztration has been anything
but a saceess. DBut back of all this they give
lim credit for personal uprightness and in-
tegrity, and they will not judge harshly, or
allow others to judge harshly, the man who
led onr srmies to vietory nnd put down the
great rebellion, And we tuke leave to suggest
further to Mr. Randall that his party is not
yet gufliciently strong to tuke the risk invelved
in an effort to fmpeach the man who eleven
years ngo received the sword of Gen, Lee
and the surrender of the Confederate army.
There are a great many thonsands of men at
the North who, whatever their opinions may
be of President Grant as a civil ofticer, would

look over the list of Democratic mem-
bers voting  for impeachment and  read,
not  the names of  conscientious pub-
lic servants, bmt the names of officers

and men of the Confederite army which Grant
vanquished, nnd sepporters of the Confederacy
which Grant destroyed. Do we need remind
Mr Randall that the people of this countsy
have o very kindly feeling toward I'resident
Grant for other resnsons than those connected
with his administration of civil affairs T Upon
the whole, cannot Mr. Randall himself sce
that the attempt to impesch Gen. Grant so
carly in the game would be u trifle sbrupt 1
The Speaker may learn diseretion from his
party friends at the South, who are under-
stoorl to he opposed to any such  rash
venture, They are too well aware of its
significance  and understand  too well  the
effeet it woutd have upon the publie
mind to give it any countenance or encour-
agement.  In this respeet they ghow much
more sense than their Northern allies and ns-
soclutos, It is not strange that Mr. Fernando
Wood should sapport the proposition. But
before the Democratic pariy in Congress con-
sents £0 be led in this business by Mr. Wood,
the thinkiag men in it, if there be any such, will
do well to consider for a single moment the
record of Mr. Wood and the record of Gen,
Grant doring  the war, and  the singnlar
giguificance of the spectacle when, in the
first Demomatic Congress following the war,
Mr. Fernando Wood presents and his party
adopts  articles of impeachment against the
woldier who commanded our armics, and
bronght to grief and disaster the rebel-
lion with which Mr. Wood sympathized. The
people of the North are not ready for that,
And what i3 more, the Hepresentatives of the
South, with o clearer view of the situation
than their Northern allies, know they are not.
Mr. Randall and Mr. Wood and  the other hot
advoeates of ifmpeschment are making the
mistake of their lives. Impeacluent, under
the circnmstances, would damage them wnd
their party, and rather help than Lurt the
President., .

BEATEN BY THEIR 0NN TRICK.

Of comrse the Demoernts have no expocta-
tion that the thin game they played in Oregon
can be successful, They do not pretend to
the least donbt about the will of the peaple
of the State. The majority voted against all

the  Democratic  eandidates  [or  clectors,
and it s eertain, therefore, that none
of  (hose Demoeratic  candidates  were
fairly elected, aud that no vote from any of

them can jusily be eounted. It is not proh-
able that the Demoerats had the least ox-
pectation that it would be.  What they want is
tn use Oregon as a lever to pry open the whole
question of the action taken by the various
Returning Boards, The Republicans have mnin-
tainod that there is no power which ean go
behind or reverse the decision of o Returning
Board ; that its work is final and subject
to no review., The Demoerats  thereupon
find a Governor reckless  enough vio-
late his officinl oath, and gilve a certifi-
cate to o wman notoriously  defeated.  They
argue that if the Republieans acquiesce Tilden
ja elected ; i they resist they can only do it
by asserting the wight to go behind the de-
cision of a Retwrning Board, and thus open
up the cases i all the disputed States, 1t
looked like a shrewd trick in a desperate
game,

But they overreached themselves,  Their
bogus elector has to forward his certifiente
from the Governor, The Presidont of the
Senate finds there the eertificates also of two
Republican electors lawfully elected.  He sves
that they are the majority of the Bonrd, that
their election is unquestioned, and that they
filled the vacaney of one in the lawful manner,
just ns the bogns elector proceeded to il the
vaeaney of two, He recoguizes this as ob-
vioudly the trme Board, counts their vote, and
the Demoeratic conspiracy vanishes into thin
air,

—But what a party this of Mr. Tilden's is
for *“serupulously respecting the declaved will
“of the people 1"

whArT WILL HAPPEN,

Certifieates purporting to be electoral votes,
ghowing 195 votes for Haves and Wheeler,
and 206 votes for Tilden and Hendvicks, will
be forwarded by messengers and delivered to
(he President of the Senate,  OF these, 10 votes
from Alabama for Hayes, and 19 from Flor-
ida, South Carolina, and Lomsinna for Tilden,
will be forwarded by persons who have not
certificates of election from the proper Btate
officers. From Oregon, 3 for Hayes will be
forwarded hy persons two of whom were de-
elared eleeted, and 3 for Tilden will be for-
warded by persons only one of whom was de-
clared elected. Any lawyer will decide that
the one person was not legally eleeted, and
that one claimant eannot ontvete the two un-
guestion d members in deciding upon his right
to sit 1w the colloge.

A President of the Scnate will be selected—
probably Senator Sherman of Olio,  He, being
duly informed of the names of messengers
appointed by legally anthorized electoral bodies,
will probably refuss to receive as electoral

bodies. If thirty-five citizens had met, at
Albany or clsewhere, without warrant of law,
and had forwarded a pretended eertificate
giving the electoral voies of New-York to
Peter Cooper, it would be the business of the
President of the Senate to refuse to receive as
eleciornl votes the certificate from such per-

. RODS,

The Senate will investigate the disputed
cases. Within a month probably the evidence
will be placed before the gountry. Thereupon
the Committee on Privileges and Elections
will probably report certnin resolutions, ad-
vising the President of that body that, in the
judgment of the Senate, it is his duty to open
the certificates from certain persons as the
e electors of each disputed State. These
resolutions will be debated in the light of all
evidence collectod by returning hoarids, partisan
committees, and committees of the two Houses,
If a sufficient number of Republicans and iu-
dependents to constitute, with the Democrats,
a majority of the Senate, believe that certi-
ficates from Republican electors in either
State should not be opened, it is pro-
bable that the President will  act
upon that econclusion, and that the Repub-
lican candidates will lose the votes of that
State. It will be matural and proper for the
President of the Senate to give weight to its
Jjudgment, both beeause he is its officer, and
beeause, the Scoate sharing the Executive
power, no person can he President without its
recognition, If the House discusses the same
questions, and arrives at different resnlts, it
can either attend at the counting of the votes,
or stay away, or attend at the beginning and
gecede. What the House does will make no
Jegnl difference whatever in the validity of the
formal opening and  counting required by the
Coustitution.

When that counting takes place the Presi-
dent of the Senate will, in the language of
the Constitution, *“open all the certificates,”
but he will not open any unnecessary and
worthless pieces of waste paper. If he hns
any doubt which is the certificate from a State,
be will probably act upon the opinion of the
Senfte. Debate, during this proceeding, is
not in order, IF the House, or some memthers
of it, or some members of both Houses, choose
to zo ont, they can do so. Counting is n
purely clerieal function in  this case, Any
page can perform it as well as any Senator,

it consists in adding up two columns
of figures which the DPresident of the
dopate  has  annonneed.  The  responsible

duty is ended when the President, having
determined which are *the certificates™ from
the several States, has opened them.  No
formul announcement of the result is required
by the Constitution. That supreme law simply
snys that the person having received o mn-
jority of the votes “shall be President.” Al
the power of the United States CGovernment
will be employed, if necessary, to innugurate
that person and maintain him in the excreise
of Executive functions. An attompt to set up
any other person a8 President will not be
made, beeause it would be rebellion,

In brief, then, the deliberate opinion of the
majority of the Senate, after fuvestigtion and
discussion, will prevail, for such wre the pro-
visions of tne Constitution that nothing clse
can prevail. If there has been wrong done in
any Southern State, we hope and believe that
a majority of the Senators will see it and de-
clare it wrong. If the certificates are heid by
n majority of the Senate to be in aecordanes
with lnw, and expressions of the popular will,
there will not be a pleasant time for any revo-
Jutionary madeap, in the House or elsewhere,
who attempts to resist the deeision.

THE PITH CF THE MATTER.

The questions at issne in the Presidential
dispute are- now elearly set forth, On the
face of the official returns, Messra. Hayes and
Wheeler have a majority of the electoral
votes, Dut it 18 claimed :

I That the return from Oregon, giving three
votes for Hayes, is irregular and illegal, be-
eanse not signed by the three persons to whom
thie Governor gave certificates,

I1. That the return from Lonisiana which
should be eonnted ix not the one signed by
the electors holding certificates, but the one
wigned by persons who elaim that they were
elected, anid are spid to have been cleeted by
another person, who elnimg to have been
elected Goveruor some years ago,

We cannot conceive of a ease more simple
than that of Oregon.  An electoial collipe,
like a legislature, or boand, or any other legnl
body of any kind, is obliged, when it enters
upon its daties, to verify the qualifications of
its members, and o majority pecessarily de-
cides, This power is unequivocally given to
the ¢lectors by the law which requires them
to fill vacancies in their number, for that in-
volves the power to determine whether vacan-
cies exist, The electors met ; o majority found
that one person who had not been legally elected
was present, holding an illegally issned eortifi-
eate.  The majority thereupon declared thut
this person had not been legally elected, that
exiated, and proceeded to il

" vacaney
that vaeaney. No man  will dispute that
they could have done this, Tad the

cortifieate by a mers clerical blunder  Deen
made out to John Jones, instead of Jolm 11,
Joues.  No sane man will deny their power to
vight the wrong, il in mere wanton ruscality,
the Seeretary of State had made out o certifi-
cate for n man who reeeived no votes, or a mi-
nority of votes. Thuir power to decide upon
the qualitications of & member is not less elear
when the Governor, in violution of a long es-
tablished ruie of law, by the Democrats them-
gelves acted wvpon elsewhere, declared a per-
son to be elected who, according to his own
canviass and declaration, had not received a
majority of votes.

In Missouri, for example, a Democrat re-
coived a majority of votes who was not legally
qualified.  For the purpose of forcing the
Democrats to declare the true rule of law, the
Republican  opponent  elaimed  the  election,
The cluim was denied, first by the Democratic
Governor and Secretary of State, and after-
ward by the Democratic electors themselves,
on the perfeetly mmpreguable ground that a
man againgt whom the majority voted cannot
be eleeted by tho fact that the one for whom
the majority voted 18 incligible.  As s Connecti-
et judge pithily observed, in deciding o similor
ease, ** Whatever may be donbted, it is per-
“ fectly certnin that the people did not want
‘yow” A majority vote for an wmeligible
candidate is simply an election of nobody,
Having acted upon this rule, and properly, in
the exclusion of minority claimants in Mis-
souri and elsewhere, the Democrats maust also
abide by it in Oregon. Indeed, if it were pos-
sible to reverse that rule, thus letting in a
Dewocrat who waa not elected in Oregon, the
sune reversal would let in the Republican
claimants in Missouri and two other Staves,
and so deprive the Democrats of as many votes
as the whole State of Oregon casts,

What remaina? A single question of fact—

votes the cortificates forwarded by othier | whetlier, in certain precinets of Louisiaua, the

disturbance, terrorism, and violence had ex-
isted as to affect materially the result. If that
condition existed, the law of Louisiana is that
no legal election at such precincts was held,
and that no votes from them shall be counted.
if that condition did not exist at enough of
these precinets to determine the result, then
the decision of the Returning Board was a
wronglul one, and, if wade in honest but mis-
taken judgment upon the evidence, was & stu-
pendous blunder ; but if made in willful disre-
gard of fucis, wns the most infamous of
political erimes. Upon that question of faet
the nation asks light—the fullest possible light.

But, upon all other qnestions involved in this
election, the decision is already in favor of
Mr. Hayes, And, in attempting to rob the
people of South Carolina and Florida of a
sacred right, their will having appeared upon
the face of the returns; in attempting to bribe
electors, m attempting to steal & vote in Ver-
mont, and in defymg all law in order to de-
font the will of the people of Oregon, the
Demoeratie leaders have already been gnilty
of crimea as infamous as that which they
claim has been committed in Louisiana.

THE RESPONSIBILITY.

The world makes but slow progress, not so
much in theoretically det@mining the respon-
sibility of those who for a consideration under-
take to serve the publie, but in enforeing
prctically the provisions of the common and
statute law. The lessbe of the Brooklyn
Theater would probably be mueh astonished
to be told that the representatives of some of
those who perished on Tuesday night have at
least a prima facie case agninst him, and might’
bring an action gounding in damages. We do
not &y that in sach a case the plaintift would
gain u verdict under the direction of the court,
for that would depend somewhat upen the evi-
dence and upon the opinion of the judge, but
of the propriety of such action upon general
prineiples there ean be no doubt. Possibly the
Jesseo mizht also have his action sgainst the
lessors, nor arc we sure that a eriminal indict-
ment for monslanghter might not be main-
tained against somebody, The law as against
railway corporntions and the owners of steam-
boats is a good deal better fixed than it is
enforeed, That it applies cqually to the pro-
prictors of plucea of publie resort, it would
serm unnecesdary to argue,

We suppose, indeed, that no right-minded
lessee or owner of a theater wonld deny that,
for the safety of life and limb in hLis estab-
lishment, he is bound in law to use exira-
ordinary cure. Nobody will pretend that there
wus anything like this at the Brooklyn Thenter,
for if there had been the fire conld not have
originated in such a way. It is useless to say
that, from the niature of its construction nnd
appointwents, it is impossible adequately to
guard a theater agninst combustion. Night
after night these places are hghted, the per-
formances go on without the fearful wterrop-
tion of fire, and the spectators go home safely
to their beds. If, therefore, every night the
came conditions are maintamed, the same pre-
wervation will be scenved.  These, however, it is
impossible acenrately to determine from an -
medinte and superficial observation, It becowes,
therefore, necessary in the outset to exercise
the best possible judgment, and so to dispose
the interior of the boilding as to reduce the
dicke to & minimum. The regulations should
be stringent, and the discipline such as to ren-
der a breach of them well nigh impossible.
Carelessness in anybody, from the mansger to
the lamp-lighter, should be considercd a erime,
anil a serfous one, for to carelessness nine-
tenths of such great casualties ave justly attribu-
table. It must be remembered, too, that after
every precaution there is a deflnite remainder
of risk, The problem to be solved, then, is
duplex: 1st, prevention or mstant extinguish-
ment of fire: 2d, the facilities of egress should
a fire occur. It seems to us that there should
he safety, at least comparative, in the very
simplicity of these conditions, in the consider-
ation of which carclessuess must be put down
as inevitable and ss a contingency also to be
gunrded aguinst.

Now that the event has come, we are told
ihat the Brooklyn Theater has alwaya been
considered unsafe ; that the proper authorities
live for some time regarded it with suspicion ;
and finally, that if the audience upon that
Jreadful night conld have been induced to
pass out in an orderly manner, probably no
logs of life whatever would have oceurred. In
all this there is little consolation, though there
may be some useful snggestion. If the proper
public officers to whom such matters are iv-
trusted knew the theater to be specially unsafe
i ense of a fire, then a heavy weight of re-
sponsibility for the disaster rests upon their
heads. As for the chance of persuading
the audicnce, with knowledge that the theater
is on fire, to mwake a slow and formal
exit, we may as well dismiss it at once
n% nothing but an absurd notion.  If the erewd
conlil be tolernbly sure that there existed no
peril without ample preparation for if, of
eourse there wonld be much less trouble, It
is said that, badly areanged ns it was, the
Brooklyn Theater could be emptied, how-
ever full, in from five to ten minutes. In-
stead of a practical assurance of this, which
wide portals upon four sides would have given
there was fright, mad and misdirectad effort,
diffienlty of breathing from the smoke, and
indecision from the darkness, In short, for
this dire emergeney, unfortunately very far
from being unprecedented, the proprietors,
butlders, lessees, managers, and Brooklyn
police, had made no preparation whatever.
What came, came as a matter of convse,

To say that mnobody is responsible for a
catastrophie thus precipitated is-to talk child-
ishly. Not to be able to find out who is re-
sponsible argues great inefficiency in our erim-
inal processes. We only hope that New-York
may not witness a repetition of the mortal
mischief in Brooklyn. How is it with our the-
aters, every night erowded, and every night,
in the absence of adequate provision against
it, exposed to a sinalar tragedy? We do not
wish to be troublesome orv officions or alarm-
jsts, hut it seems to us tha% this is just the
time for asking this vitally important ques-
tion. If within a year or two years we are
not called upon to chronicle another holo-
caust, our immunity will be attributable to
the providence of God, and not to the pru-
dence of man, But all counected with the
administration of theaters must admit that
they have had sufficient warning, If they do
not hoed it, is there any reason why they
shonld not suffer in purse or "in person cither
for their apathy, their negligence, or their
ill-judged economy 1

There is another point upon which it is neces-
sary in all seriousness to say something., Ter-
rible “accidents,” ns, with utter loosencss of
speech, we eall them, never geem to move the
Amencan people to a sense of the proverbial
superiority of prevention. The same blunders
are perpetrated over and over with the same
wmurderons consequences; for nine days we

partienlars, the lengthened
“ Wounded” which bave
umus. Relunetantly we are compelled to a
that onr public does not regard experience,
spite of the copy-book, a8 & good teacher,
any rate, it is 'a public which
clines to be taught, if it is to be judged }
its ever-recurring omissions and colomissions,
There appears to be some radical defect
the nationnl character, which manifests its
m o lack of reverence for human life, an in.
adequate sense of our daties to each other, §
levity which dismisses from the memory
which for a moment bas most painfully

tated the mind. We are satisfied when ws
have called for the passage ofs a new law,

Sometimes it is enacted ; sometimes it 18 noty.
sometimes, if enacted, it is enforced ; some-
times it is not. We might be thankful for

even the darkest disaster, if it could shock us,

once for all, out of this lamentable frivolity,
Then, and not till then, we may hold the sers
vants of the public to a strict account.

The action of the Democratic Honse in regard to
the Colorado member is thoroughly consistent with
the systematie plan 8o often exposed in these cols
uwmns, Colorado was a good enough BState te
* claim™ voeiferously long after everybody know it
Lad been carried for Hayes and Wheeler, and up to
tha latest available moment there will be no thim-
ble-rigring or pettifogging too small for Mr
Tilden's wansgers to practice with a view to de-
frand Republicans of the three electoral votes so .
fairly won. The original plan of howling ** frand !*
to eover np the erimes of Demoeratie roflanism in
the South befors the election will now be carried
on with redoubled lung power to divert attention
from more recent. trickery. This cry of * frand!®
has & most suspicions ring when shouted by the
party which inspired the illegal activity of the
RSonth Curolina court, which is engiveering the
quibble machine in Nebraska, Oregon, and Vermont,
and whicli as outraged decency by this erowning
dishonesty in the House of Representatives.

- ———

The Greenback party must bestir itself, or it will
find specin payments resumed beforo it hos had a
chanee to make another fight for inflation. Here iy
gold at 107%, and steadily sinking. The exports are
Leavy, and, in the event of a foreign war, will
be o great deal heavier; while the imports are ex-
eceedingly light. Gold is steadily pouring in upon
us, and & 4lo per cent bond for the purpose of
funding the greenbacks could certainly be placed
to advantage nlmost immediately, The specie pay-
ment question is taking care of itself, and the num-
ber of peopls, other than escaped lunaties, who
believe specie resumption, in accordance with the
law, in 1879 au lmpossibility, 8 rapidly dimine
ishing.

— —————

The Hand-Book of Charities, which has been pub-
lished for the last two years under tho auspices of
the Board of United Charities, is looked upon now
Ly all engugged in relieving the wants of the poor as
a most useful anxilinry, It furnishes the names,
objects, addressos and other particulars of all the
charitable institutions and associntions of our eity,
both pubiic and private, We wonld eall attention
to the faot that the new edition will appear early
next month, -and that all societies which have re-
ceived cirenlars requesting returns of work, income,
and any changes sinee the last publication, are de-
gired to send them in with ss little delay as possible
to b.r. IL E, Pellow, No. 18 West Thirty-third-st,

—————————

PERSONAL.
Barbara Frietchie's house is slowly turning

into—caned.

Senator Burnside presents a picturesque ap-
pearunce in the Senate, with a gray worsied akull-cap
covering hils nple brow.

Mrs. ex-Senator Henderson hns affectionately
dedioated ler cookery-book to her friend Mre. Gen
ﬁur:nnn. “ g lady who studies the comforts of her bouss-
nold.”

The humorous writer of The Burlington
Hawieye, whose bright fun hns sometimes soored Into
wit, 1s named Robert Burdette. Mr. Burdette—unbap-
plly for himself, it 18 Lo bo feared—is about to lectare.

Mr. Charles Warren Stoddard says that one
of the inevitable and ridiculous resnlis of a Nile crulse is
that one gets 1o seorn any thing so wodern as Rome, and
the aifairs of the lnst twenty centuries seom rathee
youngisis

Mr. Edwin Flye, Senator Blaine's successor
In the House, is o small, gray-halred wan of 50 years or
tuore, in appearance the very o 1o of his striking-
Inakig prodecessor.  The Wn{kigw Star reports Mr.
Bluine a8 saying that be feels i the Seunte like u cat in
A strunge gairet.

Meissonier gave the usual address at the
grave of Disg the other day. The head of Napoleon ITL,
in one of Melssouier's plotures bung in the Lutem
has Iately been.defacod by some pointed Rstraioe
whilo the gallery was for a moment desertod. 1t was &
foollsh pioce oF sprite,

Sir William Thomson says that there pre-
vails in America * the truest sclontiflo spirit and devo-
tion, the orginality, the luventiveness, the patient per-
sovering thutoagliness of work, the sppreolativeness,
and tie generons open-mindediuess and sympathy from
which tho ereat things of solenoo come."

Mr. Swinburne’s poem of * Under the Micro-
scope * hiss been elusaed by Gorman publishers as a sok
entiflo Work—a mistake as fanny ss that of the Mulrisnd
farimers, Wio, us everybody Kuows, bought to n greas
extent Mr, Rnskin's * Notes on the Counstruction of
Sheepfolits,” und wers growlingly disappolnted to find 1§
n work en Cliutoh maiters

The little daughter of a very wealthy New-
Yorker bappened vot long ago to bear her small school-
mates congrntilnting themselves und one anotlier ujwon
the regnlarity with which thelr futbers sald graco at
table. Her father did not say grace, snd, oppressed by &
sonsi of nfertority, the lttle one wopt thut evening and
Leaoighit bim to do it. He sald he thought It was tme
e Dwean, and nsked n bleasing with all proper foeling
At bronkfase nest moriug. A younger alster of his i
hemilist, o youmng hudy still in the nnm;:&v. wio il nok
Lieard the provious conversation, looked wp -nrrrm:
Wien ber face closred, 1 kuow what you doos ‘et Lur,
papa,” said she; " it%s "tause yow'se gettin’ poor!"

POLITICAL NOTES,

The great question now is—How wmuch did
Gov. Grover got |

In spite of Oregon it wont be a waste of
time to prootieo on saying President Huyes,

The eclectoral system is dead without a
trtend, and will be buried without & wourner,

Mr, Hewitt is an able man, but he will find
the keeping of the D tie doukey’s enrs out of =ight
like tho etection of Tilden, toa big a Job for hiro.

The attempt to steal that missing eloctoral
vote tn Oregon, like the previous effort lu Nebraska, will
probably mmount to pothing. Neither wind, vor bribery,
;I:;r trickery can muke s Preatdent of Gov. Tilden this
The saddest feature of the situation to the
Demoorntio editor  1he closing of the Liberty-st. edito-
rial mill. He mournfully reflects that the daly and
weokly | ts of nble editorials and crisp pars-
graphs have stopped forever,

The Democratic jonrnals confess their lick
of hope for Gov. Tilden's eleotion by kindly wrranging &
cabinet for President Hayes. Their efforts thus far die

Iny ereditable powers of Imagination, and will dvabt-
css fornieh Mr. Hayes with entertatulng reading.

Mr. Cronin, the Democratie elector in Oregon,
who has burst lute widional promivence in such a loose
and treogular manner, (8 & brother of Mr. Tiwmorhy 0
Cronin of Brooklyn, one of the Republienn electors for
this State. The lattor gentlemun isa lawyer in good
standing, but be has vever been able to absorb in all of

his etloe 80 mueh iaw ns s pow d
hmm:aunm«umlmmuunm

“Duke” Gwin has returned to San Francisco
in ratlior au Irritablo state of mind. He was of coursd
encountered h:lmmulbnuhuﬂntlﬂ
tho interview, which appears in The Chrowicle, s beiel

tall

wnd barren of information, “I do not ecare,* he re- ,

tho subject of politics, siucd
ceased. [ have takon somé
on Nov,7my
-;nnlo

my connection therowith has

part In this slaetion, but when the sun set
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